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Meet our Team

DAMIAN J. RAMIREZ

Prospective Politics and

Medieval Studies Major, First

Year

My passion for civic engagement
lies in informing and educating
others in ways that inspire
meaningful action.

VISHAL PARKASH

Economics & Finance Major,

Junior
My commitment to civic

engagement stems from a people-

planet-purpose vision, as it

represents the perfect way to build

bridges through thoughtful
methodologies—exactly what we

strive to do at Civic Ambassadors.

NADIA TRINIDAD

Politics and Human Rights Major,

ZLATA PASLON

Global and International Studies &

Sophomore

I have found civic engagement on
a local level to be one of the most
important forms of direct
democracy - going beyond the
electoral process.

MADISON JORDAN

Politics and French Studies Major,
Sophomore

I love being involved in initiatives
such as gender equity, where I get
to put my own input into civic

spaces and make a difference. A
huge goal of mine is to encourage

others to also put their beliefs into

action.

Visit Our Website
Email - civic@bard.edu

Instagram - @bardcce

Economics Major, Junior

I am interested in civic engagement at
the intersection of global issues,
education, and community advocacy.

CHELSEA GARCIA

Global and International Studies,

Freshman

It often feels as though change can
only happen on a federal level.
However, being engaged in our
communities tells us that that's a
complete lie. We can see the impact
we create first hand when we get
involved locally.

Civic Ambassadors Run by
the Center For Civic
Engagement
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AMBASSADORS

James Baldwin

Dear Reader,

Welcome to the very first edition
of Civic Insights the Civic
Ambassadors monthly magazine!
Each month we will publish a
magazine focusing on a different
theme, with the purpose of
providing a lens into local civic
actions, and how you can get
involved. In celebration of black
history month, this edition focuses
on the achievements of civics-
focused black leaders and
organizations in the Upstate NY
area. We also discuss issues of

historical and contempor
relevance to black comm

upstate NY. Historical e work of

ions in this
issue, we hope to encourage
you to join in that work.

.

achievements like the Vo
Rights Act and the Equal
Protections Clause demonstrate
that Black history lies at the center
of the fight for democracy. The
long legacy of black-led
community organizing and civic
advocacy work highlights the
importance of civic engagement
on the local community level.
Highlighting the work of local
organizations in this issue, we
hope to encourage you to join in
that work.
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E lena Mosley has dedicated

over 30 years to uplifting youth in
the Hudson Valley. As Executive
Director and co-founder of
Operation Unite New York, she
has created a transformative space
for young people, particularly
youth of color, in Columbia and
Greene counties.

Founded in the early 1990s with
grassroots community members
and located at 360 Columbia
Street in Hudson (purchased in
1999), Operation Unite offers
dance, music, piano, African
percussion, tutoring, college
preparation, and mentorship
programs.

The organization's impact is
remarkable: 100% of their students
go on to attend college or
university. Mosley's community
leadership runs deep. She has
served on the Columbia County
NAACEP (as youth chair, then
secretary), Columbia County Arts
Council, Hudson Boys and Girls
Club and currently serves on the
CREATE Arts Council and Board
Member Emeritus at Hudson Hall.
Her partnership with Bard College
spans years, with Bard students
mentoring Operation Unite
participants through programs like
Building Up Hudson coordinated
by the TLS office for more than 2
decades.

Beyond programming, Mosley
advocates for systemic change—
addressing police reform through
community engagement,
affordable higher education, and
economic mobility in a county
where people of color make up
nearly half of Hudson's 7,000
residents but remain
underrepresented in local business
and leadership. The stats have
changed. Due to high rents, many
people of color and locals in
general cannot afford to live here.



BEHIND THE
WORK:

Youth-focused organizations like
Operation Unite matter deeply in
the Hudson Valley. As high rents
increasingly displace people of
color and locals who can no longer
afford to live in Hudson, Operation
Unite creates stability and
pathways for young people
navigating a changing community.

Mosley's commitment to creative
programming is strategic. While
Operation Unite welcomes all
youth, it focuses on supporting

Portrait of Elena Mosley by David Mcintyre

youth of color in a county where
they remain underrepresented in
business and leadership. By
offering arts alongside academics,
the organization recognizes that a
student learning piano develops
confidence that carries into college
applications, and a young
performer builds presence that
translates to professional success.

Mosley’s extensive work
demonstrates how sustained
community leadership creates
lasting change: one young person,
one program, one partnership at a
time.

GET INVOLVED:

Contact Vishal Parkash
(vpl6lli@bard.edu), Building Up
Hudson project lead, or the TLS
office (tls@bard.edu), to connect
with Mrs. Mosley and volunteer
opportunities. Visit
www.operationuniteny.com for

more information.

OPERATION

UNITE

NEWYORK
resourcing

YOUTH


mailto:vp1611@bard.edu
mailto:tls@bard.edu
http://www.operationuniteny.com/

SPOTLIGHT:

HUDSON CATSKILL
HOUSING
COALLITION  ocsesotoabu

community organization

The Hudson Catskill Housing Coalition (HCHC) is a
Black-led initiative that empowers public housing and
low-income residents to fight for housing justice in
Hudson and Catskill. Grounded in the belief that
housing is a human right, HCHC organizes at the
intersection of racial and economic justice, centering
the leadership of those most directly impacted by
displacement, divestment, and systemic neglect.

In the City of Hudson and neighboring Catskill,

gentrification has accelerated rising rents and future

development, disproportionately affecting Black

families and longtime working-class residents of

either city. HCHC names this crisis for what it is: a ' '
contemporary manifestation of economic and H U D S 0 N ' '
institutional racism, echoing histories of redlining and C ATS KI L L

exclusion. Families who have sustained these

communities for generations now face the threat of H 0 U SI N G

erasure, of their homes, their histories, and their

neighborhood institutions. C OA L IT I 0 N




Rather than relying on outside
“experts” removed from lived
experience, HCHC builds power
from within. The Coalition
amplifies voices historically
silenced in systems of governance
never designed to protect them.
Through political education,
tenant organizing, and grassroots
mobilization, residents are
equipped to advocate for safe and
truly affordable housing. Mutual
aid is central to HCHC’s work. By
fostering networks of care—
neighbors supporting neighbors
through collective action—the
Coalition strengthens community
resilience while advancing
structural change. They host a
monthly, People Feed the People
event, focused on providing

mutual aid food distribution to
families facing heightened rent
prices, platform the voices of

tenants facing eviction and
removal, and platform Books and
Breakfast in neighboring cities but
also across countries—providing
books to school in rural Jamaica.

Hudson/Catskill Housing
Coalition demonstrates that
housing justice is inseparable from
racial justice. By organizing public
housing and low-income residents,
HCHC is not only resisting
displacement, they are building a
future where Black and
marginalized communities can
remain and have a say in the
places they call home.

GET INVOLVED:

Contact Madison Jordan
(mj4800@bard.edu) or the
Hudson/Catskill Housing Coalition
(hchc@hudsoncatskillhousing.org)
to connect volunteer opportunities

and ways in which you can show up
for your community. Visit
https://www.hudsoncatskillhousing.
org/ for more information.


mailto:mj4800@bard.edu
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TAKE ACTION

1

Black History Month is not only a time to reflect on the past, but also an
opportunity to recognize and support the ongoing civic leadership of
Black communities across New York. From grassroots organizing to
policy advocacy, Black-led movements have long shaped struggles for
justice, equity, and democracy. Honoring this history means taking
action in the present.

Support Active
Campaigns

One way to engage is by supporting ac
campaigns and signing petitions led by
organizations rooted in Black commun
such as Citizen Action of New York an
Many work on issues including econo
housing access, and voter protection, c
long tradition of Black civic resistance
organizing.




Contact Elected Officials

Another important step is to contact
elected officials and advocate for
policies that address racial inequities in
housing, education, healthcare, and
criminal justice. Organizations like
Indivisible local chapters and the Civic
Matters Hub provide accessible tools to
help individuals make their voices
heard and hold officials accountable.

Attend Community
Events and Actions

Showing up matters the most. Attend
community events, town halls, and ac
organized by groups such as WE ACT
Environmental Justice and the Audré
Project allows participants to engage
with Black-led efforts addressing
environmental racism, LGBTQ+ justic
community safety.

Volunteer your time and
Money

Supporting Black civic leadership can also
take the form of volunteering, donating, or
amplifying organizations like the New York
Immigration Coalition and Women’s
Empowerment Coalition of NYC, which
work closely with Black and immigrant
communities throughout the state.



EVENTS CALENDAR

Evergreen

Office Hours

Time: Sundays at 11am - 12pm
Location: Hegeman 102, Bard
College

Weekly Tabling
Time:
» Monday 1:30 PM- 2:30 PM (Campus
Center)
» Wednesday 2 PM - 4 PM and Friday
12:30 PM - 1:30 PM (Kline)

March

Screening: Gender Equality in Iran
O 7 and Across the Globe

FL%lOCRTPL{-'E Time: 5pm-7pm

Location: Weis Cinema

April

O 3 Making Change: A discussion on
Economic Fairness and Social
Justice
Time:
e Panel: 6:30pm-8pm
» Networking: 8pm - 9pm
Location: Olin 102, Bard College




RESCOURCES AND
READING

Martin Luther King

Action often starts with knowledge. Here
are some interesting resources to inform
yourself and engage with black media...

|

Scenes of Subjugation
Sadiya Hartman, 1997

This book investigates archives to confront
and revisit dominant historical narratives
around American chattel slavery

The Schomberg Center for
Research in Black Culture

Located in historical neighborhood of
Harlem NY, the Schomberg is one of the
largest public black archives in the United
States

Zong!
M. NourbeSe Philip, 2008

This book-length poem confronts the notion
of legality in America revisiting the 1783
Gregson v Gilbert case which determined the
legality of the Zong massacre.

BLKNWS: Terms and Conditions
Kahlil Joseph, 2025

This film uses a collage of fictional narrative, archival
material, academic tradition, and contemporary media
to investigate the question of black consciousness and
subjectivity in America

No Place for Self-Pity, No Room for Fear, the Artists
Task in Troubled Times, 2004
Toni Morrison,

Resonating deeply with today's political climate, this
essay reflects on the role of artists in confronting and
addressing societal norms during challenging times

A Talk to Teachers
James Baldwin, 1963

This essay discusses the role of education in
establishing social norms, expectations, and self-
perception for youth



AMBASSADOR
UPDATES

CIVIC AMBASSADORS ARE
STEPPING INTO THE SEMESTER
WITH NEW ENERGY AND NEW
IDEAS! HERE'S A GLIMPSE INTO
WHAT THE TEAM HAS BEEN
BUILDING BEHIND THE SCENES.

Civic Ambassadors spent the
month working on planning
upcoming programming and
developing content for the
semester. We discussed events
logistics, community outreach, and
ways to strengthen connections
between Bard students and local
organizations in the Hudson
Valley. A major focus was on Black
History Month and gender equity
initiatives with values of
accessibility, collaboration, and
student leadership.

We also would like to share that
Civic Ambassadors is now a club,
open to students who want to get
involved in civic life on and off
campus. If you're interested in
joining or have ideas you’d like to
contribute, we welcome you to
reach out and be part of the work.
Thank you to everyone who shared
their time, energy, and ideas, we

are excited for what’s ahead.



